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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To accurately collate garage entering vehicles with garage leaving 
vehicles to calculate a parking fee even if the characters of a number 
plate cannot be recognized owing to dirt and the like. 

CONSTITUTION: A vehicle 16 passing an entrance road 10 is image-picked up 
by a TV camera 20, and a vehicle number code generation device 24 extracts 
character information on the number plate of the vehicle 1 6 and car body 
color information from a vehicle image. A specified vehicle number code is 
given to every entering vehicle 16 based on the character information and 
car body color information. The vehicle number code is stored in CPU 28 
with the entering time of the vehicle. At the time of leaving a parking 
lot, the vehicle number code is given to the vehicle 16 passing a leaving 
road in the same method as the entrance road. A corresponding vehicle 
number code is retrieved from the vehicle niunber codes of the entered 
vehicles, which are stored in CPU 28, based on the vehicle number code 
whenever a vehicle number code generation device 32 generates the vehicle 
number code in CPU 28. Then, parking lot use time is calculated from 
entering time stored with the retrieved, vehicle number code and from 
present time so as to calculate the parking fee. 
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